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Note: Illustrations appear only on meanings where a picture genuinely helps ESL/ELL learners grasp the word. Abstract or
context-dependent meanings are intentionally shown as text only.

Homophone - Lesson 1o0f9

Rain / Rein / Reign

To remember the difference: 'Rain’ has ‘ai’ like "air' (where it comes from). 'Rein’ is like 'vein' (a thin line/strap).
'Reign' has a 'g' like 'sovereign' or 'king'.

Meaning 1

Rein: A long, narrow strap used to control a horse; or to check/guide a process.

The spelling ‘ei’ is difficult. It is often used in metaphors like 'giving someone free rein' (allowing freedom), which
learners frequently misspell as 'free rain' or ‘free reign'.

"The rider pulled on the left rein to turn the horse."

"The manager needs to rein in the department's spending before the budget is gone."”

Meaning 2
Rain: Water falling in drops from the atmosphere.

This is the most common form of the word. ESL learners often confuse it with the others because the pronunciation
is identical, but the spelling 'ai' is specific to weather.

"We should take an umbrella because the forecast calls for heavy rain."

"The plants grow quickly after a warm summer rain."

Meaning 3
Reign: The period of time during which a sovereign (king or queen) rules.

The silent 'g' makes this spelling very counter-intuitive for non-native speakers. It is strictly associated with power,
monarchy, or dominance in a specific field.

"Queen Victoria's reign lasted for sixty-three years."”

"The team's reign as champions finally ended last night.”

Related: precipitation; bridle; monarchy; rule; control

#9873 Read the full lesson
I'L eslwordwiz.com/words/rain-rein-reign
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Homograph - Lesson 2 of 9
Intimate

The key to mastering this word is the vowel sound in the final syllable. If it sounds like ‘'mate’ (as in friend), it is an
action (verb). If it sounds like 'mit' or 'mut', it is a description (adjective) or a person (noun).

Meaning 1

Noun: A very close friend or confidant.

This is the least common usage. It uses the same pronunciation as the adjective (/mt/), which can be confusing
because it functions as a person rather than a description.

"Only his closest intimates were invited to the private ceremony."
"She shared her secrets only with her long-time intimates."

Meaning 2
Adjective: Closely acquainted; familiar, private, or personal.

ESL learners often struggle with the 'schwa’' sound at the end (/mt/). It is confusing because it can describe a close
friendship, a private setting, or a romantic relationship, requiring context to understand the level of closeness.

"They shared an intimate dinner at a small, quiet restaurant.”
"She has an intimate knowledge of the company's history."

Meaning 3

Verb: To imply or hint at something indirectly.

The pronunciation changes to a long 'A' sound (/met/). This version is much more formal and is often confused with
'intimidate’ or 'imply' by learners.

"He attempted to intimate that he was unhappy with the decision without saying it directly."”

"The chairman intimated that there might be budget cuts next year."

Related: intimacy; intimation; hint; private; familiar
Ol 21K Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/intimate
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Idiom - Lesson 3 of 9
On the same page

This idiom is extremely common in business and academic settings. It originates from the idea of a group of people
reading from the same book or musical score. If someone is 'not on the same page,' it means there is a
misunderstanding or a disagreement that needs to be resolved.

Meaning 1

To share the same basic knowledge or background information before proceeding.

This usage is confusing because it implies a starting point of knowledge rather than just an agreement. It is often
used in professional settings to ensure no one is confused by missing information.

"Let me summarize the previous meeting so that our new team member is on the same page."
"I'll send over the briefing notes to get you on the same page as the rest of the department.”

Meaning 2

To have the same understanding or to be in agreement with others about a situation or plan.

ESL learners may take this literally and look for a physical book or document. They might think it only applies to
reading, when it actually refers to shared mental understanding or consensus in a conversation or project.

"Before we start the project, | want to make sure everyone is on the same page regarding the deadline.”
"We need to have a meeting to get on the same page about the new budget.”

Related: in agreement; of one mind; see eye to eye; aligned; in sync
SHE3EE  Read the full lesson
i eslwordwiz.com/words/on-the-same-page
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Slang - Lesson 4 0f 9
Fam

This term is highly informal and originated in Black British and African American Vernacular English (AAVE). It is
best used in casual settings; using it in a professional environment or with superiors would be considered
inappropriate. It is often used with the definite article 'the' (the fam) or as a direct address without an article.

Meaning 1
A singular term of address for a single close friend, similar to 'bro," 'dude,’ or 'mate."

Even though ‘fam' is derived from 'family' (a collective noun), it is frequently used to address just one person. This
grammatical shift from plural/collective to singular can be very confusing for non-native speakers.

"l got you, fam"

"don't worry about the bill."

Meaning 2
A shortened form of the word ‘family," used to refer to one's closest friends or a tight-knit social group.

ESL learners may be confused because the term is used for people who are not biologically related. It implies a
level of loyalty and closeness equivalent to a family member, but is almost exclusively used for peers and friends.
"I'm going to the movies with the fam tonight."

"What's up, fam? How have you been?"

Meaning 3
A general term for one's actual household or biological relatives in an informal context.

While it often means friends, it can still literally mean ‘family.' Learners may struggle to determine if a speaker is
talking about their parents/siblings or their social circle without specific context.

"I'm heading home to see the fam for Thanksgiving."
"My whole fam is coming over for dinner on Sunday."

Related: squad; crew; homie; bestie; kin; inner circle
Hs%E  Read the full lesson
% eslwordwiz.com/words/fam
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Contranym - Lesson 50f9
Liege

This word is archaic and mostly found in historical literature, fantasy novels, or period films. The confusion arises
because 'liege' describes the relationship of loyalty itself, so it can be applied to either party in that relationship. If
you are addressing a King, you call him 'My liege'; however, the King might refer to his followers as his 'lieges'.

Meaning 1
A superior or sovereign lord to whom allegiance and service are owed.

In a feudal context, this refers to the person at the top of the hierarchy (the King or Lord). ESL learners may find it
confusing because the word describes the person receiving the loyalty.

"The knight knelt before his liege to receive his orders."

"l swear my eternal loyalty to you, my liege.”

Meaning 2
A loyal subject or vassal who owes service and allegiance to a lord.

This is the 'opposite' meaning. The same word can describe the person at the bottom of the hierarchy (the servant).
This creates a contranym where the word describes both the master and the servant.

"The king summoned his faithful lieges to prepare for the upcoming battle."

"As your humble liege, | will carry out your commands."

Meaning 3
An adjective describing a relationship of mutual feudal loyalty and duty.

The word can also function as an adjective (e.g., 'liege lord' or 'liege man’), which further blurs the line between who
is the superior and who is the subordinate.

"They were bound by a liege homage that could not be broken."

"The liege lord was responsible for protecting his people."

Related: vassal; sovereign; allegiance; feudalism; lord; subject

B3EE  Read the full lesson
¥ eslwordwiz.com/words/liege
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Figure of Speech - Lesson 6 of 9
Live and learn

Be careful with the pronunciation of ‘live’. In this phrase, it is the verb /Iv/ (as in 'to reside’), not the adjective /lav/ (as
in 'a live performance’). It is almost always used after a minor failure or a surprising discovery to show a positive,
resilient attitude.

Meaning 1
An expression used to acknowledge that you have made a mistake and have gained knowledge or
experience from it.

ESL learners may find this confusing because it is often used as a standalone reaction to a negative event. It
doesn't literally mean the person is currently living and studying; rather, it implies that the 'price’ of the mistake was
the 'lesson’ learned.

"l didn't realize the museum was closed on Mondays, but live and learn!"

"I shouldn't have trusted that cheap repair shop, but | guess you live and learn."

Meaning 2
A phrase used to express surprise at new information or a new way of doing things.

In this context, the speaker isn't necessarily admitting a mistake, but expressing that the world is full of surprises
they didn't know about. The confusion lies in the shift from 'regret' to 'wonder'.

"I never knew you could use vinegar to clean windows. Live and learn!"

"So that's how they harvest cranberries? Well, live and learn."

Related: lesson learned; every cloud has a silver lining; hindsight; trial and error

i® Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/live-and-learn
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Multi-Meaning - Lesson 7 of 9
Punch

Beyond hitting and drinks, ‘punch’ can also mean to make a hole in something (like a 'hole puncher’) or to enter data
(to 'punch in' a code). It is also used in the idiom 'roll with the punches,’ which means to adapt to difficulties.

Meaning 1
To hit someone or something with a closed fist.
This is the most common physical action associated with the word, often used in sports like boxing or in physical

altercations.
"He had to punch the heavy bag during his workout."
"The hero in the movie managed to punch the villain."

Meaning 2

A sweet drink made from a mixture of fruit juices, often served in a large bowl at parties.

This is a noun referring to a beverage. It is confusing for ESL learners because it has no logical connection to the
physical act of hitting.

"Would you like some more fruit punch?"
"She served a delicious non-alcoholic punch at the wedding."

Related: hit; strike; beverage; hole punch; punchline

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/punch

ESL Word Wiz | ESLWordWiz.com



ESL Word Wiz ESLWordWiz.com

Euphemism - Lesson 8 of 9
Negative cash flow

It is important to distinguish between 'unprofitable' and 'negative cash flow." A company can be profitable on paper
but have negative cash flow if they haven't collected the cash yet. However, in casual conversation, it is almost
always used as a euphemism for 'losing money.'

Meaning 1

A polite or indirect way (euphemism) to describe being broke, in debt, or experiencing financial failure.

In business communication, speakers often use 'negative cash flow' to soften the blow of bad news. An ESL learner
might hear this and think it is a temporary movement of money, rather than realizing the business is actually in
serious financial trouble.

"I'm currently experiencing some negative cash flow, so | can't join you for the expensive dinner tonight.”
"The CEO described the massive losses as a ‘temporary period of negative cash flow' to keep investors from panicking."

Meaning 2

A financial situation where a business or individual is spending more money than they are receiving
during a specific period.

ESL learners may find this confusing because it sounds like a technical accounting term, but it is often used as a
polite way to avoid saying a company is 'losing money' or is 'unprofitable.' The word 'negative' can be abstract when
applied to the physical concept of 'flow.'

"The startup reported a negative cash flow for the third quarter as they invested heavily in new equipment.”
"Even with high sales, the company had negative cash flow because their clients were slow to pay their bills."

Related: in the red; deficit; insolvent; burn rate; unprofitable

Read the full lesson
&= eslwordwiz.com/words/negative-cash-flow
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Phrasal Verb - Lesson 9 of 9
Turn up

Inseparable for arrival; separable for volume.

Meaning 1
To increase the volume or intensity.

Common with electronics or music.
"Turn up the radio-I love this song."

Meaning 2
To appear or arrive (often unexpectedly).

Confusion with literally turning something upward.

"Guess who turned up at the party?"
"The missing keys finally turned up."

Related: show up; increase
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