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Note: Illustrations appear only on meanings where a picture genuinely helps ESL/ELL learners grasp the word. Abstract or
context-dependent meanings are intentionally shown as text only.

Homophone - Lesson 1o0f9
Feat

To distinguish 'feat' from ‘feet’, look at the context. If the sentence is about success, difficulty, or accomplishments, it
is likely 'feat'. If it is about shoes, walking, or measurements, it is likely 'feet'.

Meaning 1
An achievement that requires great courage, skill, or strength.

This word is a homophone, meaning it sounds exactly like ‘feet' (the plural of foot). ESL learners often hear the
sound and assume the speaker is talking about body parts, especially in spoken English.

"Building the Great Wall of China was a remarkable engineering feat."

"The circus performer completed a daring feat of balance on the high wire."

Related: achievement; accomplishment; exploit; triumph; feet
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Homograph - Lesson 2 of 9
Graduate

The primary confusion lies in the 'schwa’ sound for the noun/adjective versus the ‘long A’ sound for the verb.
Remember: 'The gradu-IT (noun) wants to gradu-ATE (verb).'

Meaning 1

To successfully complete an academic degree, course of training, or high school.

In this verb form, the ending is pronounced with a long 'a’ sound (it rhymes with 'ate"). Learners often confuse the
preposition usage, as you graduate ‘from' a school.

"He will graduate from college next May."
"She graduated with honors in biology."

Meaning 2

A person who has successfully completed a course of study or a stage in education.

In this noun form, the ending is pronounced with a short 'u' sound (it rhymes with 'it"). ESL learners often mistakenly
use the long 'a’ sound used in the verb form.

"She is a high school graduate looking for a job."
"The university invited all graduates to the ceremony."

Meaning 3

To change something gradually or by degrees; or a container marked with units of measurement.
This is a more technical usage. As a verb, it means to arrange in steps. As an adjective, it describes something
marked with degrees (like a 'graduated cylinder").

"The ruler has a graduated scale in centimeters."
"The tax system is graduated based on income levels."

Related: alumni; commencement; diploma; undergraduate; postgraduate

z Read the full lesson

eslwordwiz.com/words/graduate
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I[diom - Lesson 3 of 9
Break a sweat

Commonly used in the negative ('didn't break a sweat’) to show that a task was very easy.

Meaning 1
To start sweating due to heat or nervousness.

This is the literal usage, often used when someone is anxious.
"Just thinking about the public speech made him break a sweat."

Meaning 2
To put in a lot of physical effort or to work hard at something.
Learners may take this literally as the physical act of sweating, but it often refers to the level of difficulty.

"The exam was so easy | didn't even break a sweat."
"She finished the marathon without even breaking a sweat."

Related: effortless; easy; strenuous

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/break-a-sweat
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Slang - Lesson 4 0f 9
| feel you

This is a very informal expression. While it is widely used in American English, it should be avoided in formal writing
or professional business meetings. It is important to note that the literal meaning (physical touch) is almost never
intended in modern conversation unless the context is specifically about the sense of touch.

Meaning 1
To strongly agree with an opinion or a statement.

This usage is common in casual conversations to show solidarity. It can be confusing because it doesn't require a
deep emotional connection; it simply acts as a synonym for 'l agree' or 'l hear what you're saying.'

"This new policy makes no sense. - | feel you, it's totally unnecessary."

"We need a vacation as soon as possible. - Man, | feel you on that."

Meaning 2
To understand someone's situation or empathize with their emotions.

ESL learners often take this literally, thinking it refers to physical touch. In this context, it actually means 'l
understand what you are going through' or 'l agree with your perspective.'

"I'm so tired of this cold weather. - | feel you, I'm ready for summer too."

"It's hard being away from family. - | feel you, it's the toughest part of moving."

Related: | get you; | hear you; word; same here; empathy; relatable

il Read the full lesson
! eslwordwiz.com/words/i-feel-you
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Contranym - Lesson 50f9
Quantum

The confusion lies in the scale. If someone says 'a quantum change,' they usually mean a 'huge' change, even
though the literal definition of a quantum is the 'smallest’ possible unit. Always look for the word 'leap'-if it's a
‘quantum leap,' it almost always means a big improvement.

Meaning 1
The smallest possible discrete unit or amount of something, especially energy.

In physics, this refers to a tiny, indivisible particle. ESL learners may be confused because the scientific definition
implies something incredibly small, yet the word is often used in common speech to imply something massive.

"A photon is a quantum of light."
"Quantum mechanics studies the behavior of matter at the subatomic level."

Meaning 2
A sudden, significant, or large-scale increase or advance (often used in the phrase ‘quantum leap").

This is a contranym because, while the scientific 'quantum leap' refers to a tiny electron jumping between energy
levels, the popular metaphorical use refers to a giant, monumental step forward.

"The new vaccine represents a quantum leap in medical technology.”

"The company saw a quantum improvement in efficiency after the merger."

Meaning 3
A required or allowed amount; a portion or share.

In legal or formal contexts, it refers to a specific quantity or 'how much' of something is owed or required, which
differs from both the 'tiny' and 'huge' meanings.

"The court must determine the quantum of damages to be awarded to the plaintiff."

"Each person received their necessary quantum of food for the week."

Related: Quantity; Quanta; Significant; Particle; Increment

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/quantum
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Figure of Speech - Lesson 6 of 9
Eye for an eye

This phrase originates from ancient legal codes like the Code of Hammurabi and the Bible. In modern English, it is
often used to debate whether a punishment is too harsh or to describe someone seeking revenge. It is frequently
paired with the quote 'An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind' to argue against retaliation.

Meaning 1
The idea of revenge or retaliation where the punishment matches the crime exactly.

Learners might confuse this with 'fairness' in a positive sense, but it usually carries a negative connotation of harsh
vengeance or an endless cycle of violence.

"If we keep living by the rule of an eye for an eye, the whole world will be blind."

"The two gangs have been stuck in an eye for an eye cycle of violence for years."

Meaning 2
The principle that a person who has injured another person is to be penalized to a similar degree.

ESL learners may take this literally and think it refers to physical eye surgery or injury. It is confusing because it
uses a body part to represent the abstract concept of justice or retribution.

"He broke my phone, so | broke his"

"an eye for an eye."

Related: retribution; tit for tat; revenge; vengeance; lex talionis; retaliation

% Read the full lesson
% eslwordwiz.com/words/eye-for-an-eye
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Multi-Meaning - Lesson 7 of 9
Awesome

ESL learners may find this confusing because the word is used so frequently in casual conversation to mean 'good'
that the original, more serious meaning (something that makes you feel small or fearful) is often forgotten. Be
careful not to use it too much in formal writing unless you mean 'awe-inspiring'.

Meaning 1

Extremely good, impressive, or excellent.

In modern, everyday English, this is the most common usage. It is used as a general positive adjective to describe
something the speaker likes or finds cool.

"That movie was awesome!"
"You got the job? That's awesome news!"

Meaning 2

Inspiring great admiration, apprehension, or fear; extremely impressive but daunting.

This is the original, formal meaning of the word (literally 'full of awe"). It is often used to describe things of great
power, size, or spiritual significance, such as nature or a deity.

"The view from the top of the mountain was truly awesome."
"The hurricane showed the awesome power of nature.”

Related: amazing; incredible; awe-inspiring; cool; magnificent
fag Read the full lesson
#  eslwordwiz.com/words/awesome
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Euphemism - Lesson 8 of 9
Kick upstairs

This phrase is most common in business and politics. The key to understanding it is the 'hidden’ intent: the person is
being moved away from where the real work and decisions happen. It is almost never used for a person who is
actually being rewarded for excellence.

Meaning 1

To promote someone to a higher-ranking position that actually has less power or influence, usually to
remove them from their current role.

ESL learners may be confused because 'kick' usually implies a violent or negative action, while 'upstairs' implies a
promotion. It is a paradox where a person moves 'up' the corporate ladder but is actually being sidelined or
neutralized.

"The manager was failing to lead the team, so the board decided to kick him upstairs to a ceremonial vice-president role."
"She was too popular to fire, so they kicked her upstairs to a consultant position where she has no real authority."

Meaning 2

A polite way of describing a demotion disguised as a promotion.

This is a euphemism used in professional environments to avoid the legal or social awkwardness of firing someone.
Learners might mistake this for a genuine reward for hard work if they don't understand the subtext of 'removing' the
person from daily operations.

"Don't be fooled by his new title"
"they just kicked him upstairs so he couldn't interfere with the new project.”

Related: sidelined; glass cliff; pushed out; ceremonial role; honorary position

Read the full lesson
& eslwordwiz.com/words/kick-upstairs
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Phrasal Verb - Lesson 9 of 9
Fill in

Separable.

Meaning 1

To complete a form or document.

Common in paperwork.
"Please fill in the application form."
"l need to fill in my tax return."

Meaning 2
To provide information to someone.
To update or inform.

"Can you fill me in on what happened yesterday?"

Related: complete; inform

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/fill-in
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