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Note: Illustrations appear only on meanings where a picture genuinely helps ESL/ELL learners grasp the word. Abstract or
context-dependent meanings are intentionally shown as text only.

Homophone  ·  Lesson 1 of 9

Road / Rode
Good for combining transport and daily routine topics.

Meaning 1
Road: a path for cars, buses, and bicycles to travel on.
These words sound identical, but one is a place and the other is an action in the past.
"The road was busy this morning."
"They walked along the road to school."

Meaning 2
Rode: past tense of 'ride'.
Same sound as 'road', but explains what someone did on a bike, horse, or other vehicle.
"She rode her bike to work."
"He rode a horse on the farm."

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/road-rode
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Homograph  ·  Lesson 2 of 9

Converse
Pay close attention to word stress. If you stress the first syllable (KON-vurs), you are talking about an opposite or a
shoe. If you stress the second syllable (kn-VURS), you are describing the act of talking.

Meaning 1
To engage in a conversation; to talk with someone.
As a verb, the stress is on the second syllable. ESL learners often confuse this formal verb with the more common
noun 'conversation'.
"It was a pleasure to converse with the professor after the lecture."
"They sat on the porch and conversed for hours about their childhood."

Meaning 2
The opposite or reverse of a statement, idea, or condition.
As a noun or adjective, the stress shifts to the first syllable. This is confusing because the meaning changes from a
social action to a logical concept.
"I thought he was angry, but the converse was actually true"
"he was just tired."

Meaning 3
A popular brand of canvas sneakers (often plural: Converses).
In casual English, 'Converse' is a proper noun referring to shoes. Learners may hear 'I like your Converse' and think
the speaker is talking about their communication skills.
"She wore a pair of black high-top Converse with her dress."
"I need to buy some new Converses before the school year starts."

Related: conversation; conversely; reverse; opposite; chat

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/converse
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Idiom  ·  Lesson 3 of 9

Kill two birds with one stone
A very common idiom for productivity.

Meaning 1
To achieve two different things at the same time with a single action.
Don't take this literally; it's about efficiency, not hurting animals. It characterizes doing two chores at once.
"I can drop you off at the station on my way to work and kill two birds with one stone."
"By biking to work, I'm exercising and saving money, killing two birds with one stone."

Related: efficiency; multitasking; simultaneous

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/kill-two-birds-with-one-stone
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Slang  ·  Lesson 4 of 9

Valid
It is a very common way to show empathy or agreement in casual conversation.

Meaning 1
Used to describe an opinion, feeling, or choice that is logical, understandable, or 'cool'.
In formal English, 'valid' means legally acceptable. In slang, it is an emotional or social seal of approval.
"If you're too tired to go out, that's totally valid."
"His taste in movies is actually very valid."

Related: Fair enough; Relatable; Based

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/valid
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Contranym  ·  Lesson 5 of 9

Skin
As a contranym (or 'Janus word'), 'skin' is defined by its context. If you are talking about software or building, it
usually means adding a layer. If you are talking about food, animals, or injuries (like 'skinning a knee'), it means
removing a layer.

Meaning 1
To remove the outer layer or surface from something.
This is the most common verb form, used in cooking or hunting. It describes the act of stripping the outer layer
away. ESL learners may struggle because the same verb describes both adding a layer and taking one away.
"You need to skin the tomatoes before adding them to the sauce."
"The hunter had to skin the deer after the hunt."

Meaning 2
The natural outer layer of a person, animal, or fruit.
This is the noun form. While straightforward, it can be confused with 'peel' (for fruit) or 'hide' (for animals), and
learners may not realize it can also be used as a verb.
"Be careful not to burn your skin in the direct sunlight."
"The apple skin contains a lot of vitamins."

Meaning 3
To add or provide a surface layer or covering to something.
In technical contexts like computing or construction, 'to skin' means to put a protective or decorative layer on top of
an object. This is confusing because it is the exact opposite of the word's other common action-based meaning.
"The developer decided to skin the application with a new dark mode interface."
"The workers will skin the aircraft with lightweight aluminum panels."

Related: peel; surface; interface; strip; covering

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/skin
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Figure of Speech  ·  Lesson 6 of 9

Know the ropes
This phrase originated from the days of sailing ships, where sailors had to learn which ropes controlled which sails.
Today, it is used in professional and social contexts. A common variation is 'show someone the ropes,' which means
to train or teach someone how to do a job.

Meaning 1
To understand the details, procedures, or specific ways of doing a particular job or task.
ESL learners may take this literally and look for actual physical ropes. It is confusing because it uses a concrete
noun (ropes) to represent abstract knowledge or professional experience.
"It will take a few weeks for the new employee to really know the ropes."
"Don't worry about the complicated filing system"

Meaning 2
To be experienced or well-acquainted with the rules and 'tricks' of a specific environment.
This usage is confusing because it implies a level of expertise that goes beyond just following instructions; it
suggests knowing the 'hidden' rules that aren't written down.
"He has been traveling for years, so he knows the ropes when it comes to finding cheap flights."
"You should ask a local about the subway system"

Related: learn the ropes; show the ropes; experienced; ins and outs; veteran

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/know-the-ropes
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Multi-Meaning  ·  Lesson 7 of 9

Bright
Think of 'light'-a 'bright' person has a 'light' in their mind.

Meaning 1
Giving out or reflecting a lot of light; shining.
Usually describes physical light. The opposite is 'dim' or 'dark'.
"The stars are very bright tonight."
"I need sunglasses because the sun is so bright."

Meaning 2
Intelligent, smart, or quick to learn.
Used to describe people. It's a positive adjective for students or children.
"She is a very bright student who finished her work early."
"That was a bright idea!"

Meaning 3
Colors that are strong and easy to see.
Used in fashion and art to describe vivid colors like neon yellow or hot pink.
"He likes to wear bright shirts in the summer."
"The room was painted in bright colors."

Related: smart; shining; vivid; intelligent

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/bright
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Euphemism  ·  Lesson 8 of 9

Comfort station
While less common in slang, you will still see this on official signage in the US.

Meaning 1
A public toilet or restroom.
This is an older, very formal euphemism often used in parks or at rest stops to avoid the word 'toilet'.
"The park map shows a comfort station located near the playground."
"We should stop at the next comfort station before the long drive."

Related: restroom; public house; loo

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/comfort-station
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Phrasal Verb  ·  Lesson 9 of 9

Put off
Separable phrasal verb: "put it off" is fine, "put off it" is not. Distinguish from postpone (more neutral, more formal)
and procrastinate (the habit, not one event). Common student error: "I put off to study" should be "I put off studying"
(gerund).

Meaning 1
To postpone or delay something.
To delay something to a later time, usually because you don't want to do it now. Often suggests reluctance or
procrastination - not just neutral rescheduling.
"Don't put off your homework until the last minute."
"The meeting was put off until next Friday because the manager was sick."

Meaning 2
To make someone dislike something.
Often used to express discouragement or distaste.
"His attitude put me off the idea."

Related: postpone; discourage

Read the full lesson
eslwordwiz.com/words/put-off
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